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ROB BONTA
Attorney General of California
STEVE DIEHL
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
NINA Y. BENJAMIN
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 341108
2550 Mariposa Mall, Room 5090
Fresno, CA 93721
Telephone: (559) 705-2329
Facsimile: (559) 445-5106
E-mail: Nina.Benjamin@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
ACUPUNCTURE BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 1A-2023-158
ROMAN ROBLES, L.Ac. OAH No.

2908 G Street, Suite A

Merced, CA 95340 ACCUSATION

Acupuncturist License No. 10537
Physician Assistant License No. 12500

Respondent.

PARTIES
1.  Benjamin Bodea (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity
as the Executive Officer of the Acupuncture Board, Department of Consumer Affairs.
2. On or about September 21, 2005, the Acupuncture Board issued Acupuncturist
License Number 10537 to ROMAN ROBLES, L.Ac. (Respondent). The Acupuncturist License
was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on

September 30, 2026, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Acupuncture Board (Board), under the
authority of the following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code

(Code) unless otherwise indicated.
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4, Section 4928.2, of the Code states:

Protection of the public shall be the highest priority for the Acupuncture Board in

exercising its licensing, regulatory, and disciplinary functions. Whenever the protection of the
public is inconsistent with other interests sought to be promoted, the protection of the public shall

be paramount.

5. Section 4955.2, of the Code states:

The board may deny, suspend, revoke, or impose probationary conditions upon the license

of any acupuncturist if he or she is guilty of committing any one of the following:

(a) Gross negligence.
(b) Repeated negligent acts.
(c) Incompetence.

STATUTORY PROVISIONS

6. Section 726 of the Code states:

(a) The commission of any act of sexual abuse, misconduct, or relations with a
patient, client, or customer constitutes unprofessional conduct and grounds for
disciplinary action for any person licensed under this or under any initiative act
referred to in this division.

(b) This section shall not apply to consensual sexual contact between a licensee
and his or her spouse or person in an equivalent domestic relationship when that
licensee provides medical treatment, to his or her spouse or person in an equivalent
domestic relationship.

7. Section 4955 of the Code states:

The board may deny, suspend, or revoke, or impose probationary conditions upon,
the license of any acupuncturist who is guilty of unprofessional conduct.

Unprofessional conduct shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

[..]

(b) Conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or
duties of an acupuncturist, the record of conviction being conclusive evidence thereof.

[..]

(h) Disciplinary action taken by any public agency for any act substantially related to
the qualifications, functions, or duties of an acupuncturist or any professional health care
licensee.
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//
//

(1) Any action or conduct that would have warranted the denial of the acupuncture
license.

() The violation of any law or local ordinance on an acupuncturist’s business
premises by an acupuncturist’s employee or a person who is working under the
acupuncturist’s professional license or business permit, that is substantially related to the
qualifications, functions, or duties of an acupuncturist. These violations shall subject the
acupuncturist who employed the individuals, or under whose acupuncturist license the
employee is working, to disciplinary action.

REGULATORY PROVISIONS

8. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1399.469.2 states:

In addition to the conduct described in Section 4955 of the Business and
Professions Code, “unprofessional conduct” also includes but is not limited to the
following:

[...]
(d) Failure to report to the board within 30 days any of the following:

(1) The bringing of an indictment or information charging a felony against the
licensee.

(2) The arrest of the licensee.

COST RECOVERY

9. Section 4959 of the Code states:

(a) The board may request the administrative law judge, under his or her proposed decision
in resolution of a disciplinary proceeding before the board, to direct any licensee found
guilty of unprofessional conduct to pay to the board a sum not to exceed actual and
reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecution of the case.

(b) The costs to be assessed shall be fixed by the administrative law judge and shall not in
any event be increased by the board. When the board does not adopt a proposed
decision and remands the case to an administrative law judge, the administrative law
judge shall not increase the amount of any costs assessed in the proposed decision.

(c) When the payment directed in the board’s order for payment of costs is not made by the
licensee, the board may enforce the order for payment in the superior court in the
county where the administrative hearing was held. This right of enforcement shall be in
addition to any other rights the board may have as to any licensee directed to pay costs.

(d) In any judicial action for the recovery of costs, proof of the board’s decision shall be
conclusive proof of the validity of the order of payment and the terms for payment.

(e) All costs recovered under this section shall be considered a reimbursement for costs
incurred and shall be deposited in the Acupuncture Fund.
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

10.  On or about November 21, 2023, at approximately 10:30 a.m. Patient A' arrived at
1660 D Street in Merced, California for her acupuncture appointment with Respondent. At the
time, Patient A had received treatment from Respondent for several weeks.

11.  For each visit, Patient A would go to Respondent’s office twice a week for cupping
and acupuncture treatments, each lasting about an hour. During these sessions, she would remove
her socks, shoes, top, and bra, then change into a medical gown that was open at the back. Her
underwear and pants remained on throughout the treatment.

12. Patient A’s mother typically accompanied her and stayed in the treatment room
during appointments. However, on November 21, 2023, Patient A attended the session alone.

13.  She was directed to the back exam room, where she removed her shoes, socks, top,
and bra and changed into the medical gown. A female assistant administered the cupping
treatment. Afterwards, Patient A was asked to lie on her back in preparation for the acupuncture
session, which was typically performed by the Respondent.

14.  When Respondent entered the room, he informed Patient A that he would give her a
“Shiatsu” massage before starting the acupuncture treatment.

15. At that point, Respondent and Patient A were the only individuals present in the
room.

16. Respondent began the massage by working on Patient A’s arms, then proceeded
down her body. He began rubbing her inner thighs with increasing pressure.

17. He continued massaging upward toward her vaginal area. In response, Patient A
tensed up and closed her legs, effectively blocking access to her inner thighs.

18. Respondent then stopped massaging her thighs and moved toward her head. He began
massaging her upper abdomen and chest.

19. He began caressing her breasts. Patient A then told Respondent she was
uncomfortable. In response, Respondent leaned over her head and whispered in Patient A’s ear,

“You know you like it.”

! The patient’s name is redacted to protect her privacy.
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20. Respondent continued massaging Patient A. Respondent then started massaging
Patient A’s thigh again. Patient A continued to tense up again. When Respondent completed his
massage, Patient A sat up from the table and Respondent kissed her on the cheek.

21. Patient A reported the incident to law enforcement on the next day.

22.  While speaking with law enforcement, Patient A assisted officers in a conducting a
pretextual call. When asked about the incident, Respondent stated, “I didn’t really massage your
breasts. | massaged the meat of your breasts, not your breast breasts... I kissed you because
you’re so nice.”

23.  During the call, Patient A also asked Respondent why he massaged her. Respondent
replied that he was doing her a favor as a friend. Patient A then told Respondent that she felt
uncomfortable during the massage. In response, Respondent admitted to touching Patient A but
claimed that he “didn’t mean to make [Patient A] uncomfortable.”

24.  When asked about how Respondent massaged near Patient A’s vagina he stated, “It
was on your pants,” and then apologized.

/11

25. Towards the end of the call, Respondent became frustrated and said, “This is why I
shouldn’t give anyone extra.”

26. Respondent did not obtain any informed consent prior to administering what he called
“Shiatsu” massage.

27. Further, Respondent’s actions do not accurately reflect what is professionally deemed
a “Shiatsu” massage. A proper “Shiatsu” massage involves a “press-release” technique and would
not require touching anywhere near a patient’s labia major or other genital regions. In sum,
Respondent’s actions fall well outside of the bounds of standard practice.

28. The Merced District Attorney filed a felony complaint alleging that Respondent
committed a violation of Penal Code section 243.4, subdivision (c), sexual battery by fraud, and
alleged a factor in aggravation under Rules of Court 4.421.

29.  On January 22, 2024, Respondent was arraigned at the Superior Court of Merced
County under case number 23CR-06037.
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30. On April 14, 2025, Respondent entered into a stipulated agreement with the
Physician’s Assistant Board of California and the Acupuncture Board of California that allowed
Respondent to provide medical services with a chaperone and other terms and conditions aimed at
protecting the public.

31. A preliminary hearing was conducted on May 12, 2025. Respondent was not held to
answer for the felony violation of Penal Code section 243.4, subdivision (c), but the court did find
sufficient evidence for have Respondent held to answer for a misdemeanor violation of Penal
Code section 243.4, subdivision (e).

32.  Respondent is currently facing ongoing criminal proceedings for a misdemeanor
violation of Penal Code section 243, subdivision (e), with no reported resolution to date.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Sexual Misconduct Against a Patient)
33. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 726 of the Code in that
Respondent engaged in inappropriate sexual contact with a patient. The circumstances are set
forth in paragraphs 11 through 33, which are incorporated herein for reference.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence)
34. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action section 4955.2, subdivision (a), of the
Code, in that Respondent engaged in act(s) amounting to gross negligence. The circumstances

are set forth in paragraphs 11 through 33, which are incorporated herein for reference.

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Repeated Negligent Acts)
35. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action section 4955.2, subdivision (b), of the
Code, in that Respondent engaged in acts amounting to repeated negligence. The circumstances

are set forth in paragraphs 11 through 33, which are incorporated herein for reference.

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct)
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36. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 726 of the Code in that
Respondent engaged in conduct which breaches the rules or ethical code of his profession, or
conduct which is unbecoming a member in good standing of his profession, and which
demonstrates an unfitness to practice. The circumstances are set forth in paragraphs 11 through
33, which are incorporated herein for reference

DISCIPLINARY CONSIDERATIONS

37. To determine the degree of discipline, if any, to be imposed on Respondent,
Complainant alleges that on or about December 8, 1995, in a prior disciplinary action titled /n the
Matter of the Accusation Against Roman Robles, P.A. before the Physician Assistant Board of
California, in Case Number 1E-94-33784, Respondent’s license was disciplined in that
Respondent was placed on five years of probation and ordered to pay $1236.00 reimbursement.
Respondent was disciplined for engaging in sexual abuse, misconduct, and exploitation related to
the practice of medicine.

38. To determine the degree of discipline, if any, to be imposed on Respondent,
Complainant alleges that on or about June 13, 2013, in a prior disciplinary action titled /n the
Matter of Accusation Against Roman Robles, L.Ac. before the Acupuncture Board of California,
in Case Number 1A-2009-77, Respondent’s license was disciplined in that Respondent was
placed on 5 years of probation and ordered to pay $4016.00 reimbursement. Respondent was
disciplined for practicing without a license and failing to maintain proper medical records.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Acupuncture Board issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspending Acupuncturist License Number 10537, issued to Respondent
Roman Robles, L.Ac;

2. Ordering Respondent Roman Robles, L.Ac. to pay the Acupuncture Board the
reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and
Professions Code section 4959 and if placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring;

and,
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: 1/20/2026

FR2025304630
95657107.docx

JPpgasirs o

BENJAMIN BODEA

Executive Officer

Acupuncture Board

Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant
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